
Last month I traveled to Italy for business
involving my art gallery in Northeast
Portland. I traveled with friends who

helped make it the pleasurable adventure I
want to share with you. My business took
me to Mantova, a small town in north
central Italy between Milan and Venice.
For those who haven't been there, think
Florence but without the thousands of
tourists. My task? To visit painter Sandro
Negri in an elegant five-hundred-year-old
restored villa, which is his studio, and
select paintings for his upcoming May
gallery show.

Being in the villa is nearly indescribable

the beauty of the architecture is combined
with the bright, rich colors of Sandro's
paintings filling enormous rooms floor to
ceiling, and the ghosts of the landed
gentry who
once lived
h e r e .
S a n d r o
painted for
us as we
w a t c h e d ,
and it was
clear that
this is when
h e i s
happiest.

When I
wasn't with
Sandro , I
e x p l o r e d
M a n t o v a
w i t h m y
friends. Food is the primary economy in
this part of the Italian breadbasket, with
art as a close second. We did our part to
help by eating extraordinary Italian food
that was both familiar and exotic, and
drinking sumptuous rare wines. We
strolled the piazza on market day and ate
more exotic food out of stalls. We visited
elaborate churches filled with fantastic art
and explored the surrounding
countryside. The real joy was in
strolling the cobbled streets of the
ancient part of the town where cars
are not allowed. I found myself
feeling as if I were in 16 century Italy
as I poked through the shops that
were as fabulous as those found in
larger towns.

Northern Italy in early spring is like
Portland, and we luckily had great
weather. The trees, wisteria and
forsythia were all in bloom, the grass
was green and tall, the sky brilliant
blue and the air clean. The best part
was that the Italians had recovered
from the summer tourist and holiday
seasons and were ready to receive
visitors. Everyone was very friendly
and helpful. Although traveling in
March was just a fluke of my
schedule, I will never again go during
the high tourist season.

I felt as if I have discovered
something special, but isn't that what
Italy is about? There seemed to be
magic everywhere. I saw it in Sandro's
paintings, tasted it in the food and

wine and saw it in the Italian landscape.
For me, all the important things in life are
in the tiny town of Mantova, and the
magic is there for you as well.

S a n d r o
Negri shows
in my gallery,
Brian Marki
Fine Art, all
year 'round.
He will be in
the gallery for
the opening
reception on
May 3 , from
6 to 9 pm.
Please stop
by to meet
him, 2236 NE
B r o a d w a y,
Portland, or

come to his
show from May 2nd to June 4 . For more
information, visit our Web site

or phone 503-
249-5659.
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Sandro with Birches painting

The tile roofed round building in
the foreground

is a one thousand
year old church.


